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Message from the Director 

Welcome to The Recording Arts Center! 

The Recording Arts Center (TRAC) offers a wide variety of hands-on 
training courses, allowing you to tailor your curriculum to your 
interestsÑ whether it be working with bands, video games, movies, 
television, or live sound. !The Recording Arts Center is located within 
Studio West, San Diego's premier recording studio since it opened its 
doors in 1971. !TRAC instructors are professional audio engineers who 
are active in their field and bring their experience to the classroom. 
!We offer small classes, and really take the time to get to know our 
students. !The Recording Arts Center isn't just a school, it's an 
extended family. !Students are also able to supplement their classroom 
learning environment with time in the studios. !
!
We help people realize their creative potential. !It's hard work, as our 
former students will attest. !Our academic rigor doesn't let students 
sail through with little effort, but it does ensure that those who put in 
the work are prepared for the challenges of the recording world. !
!
We hope you consider joining our extended TRAC family. 

Peter Dyson, Director 

A native of England, Peter earned a bachelorÕs degree at Brunel University in London, and moved to Austin, 
Texas in 1991 when he married his wife, Amy.  In Austin, Peter worked for Motorola Semiconductor Group for 
thirteen years in Strategic Business Planning, Leadership Training and Human Resources.  While in Human 
Resources, Peter discovered the joy of helping people steer their career paths, which led him to take a position 
as Director of the Career Services Center at St. EdwardÕs University.  Under his leadership, St. EdwardÕs 
Career Center completely redesigned its approach to helping students navigate their way into the business 
world.  This approach is still being used there today. 

As a drummer, Peter played and recorded with many bands both in England and Austin, often in his own 
home studio.  His love for music goes back to his boyhood days of singing in the church choir, and his musical 
taste is as diverse as the artists who have recorded at Studio West over the years. 

PeterÕs unique experience in the business, education and music fields all came together in October 2004, 
when he bought Studio West with the vision of adding a recording school.  As Director of The Recording Arts 
Center and Owner of Studio West, Peter oversees the daily operations of both the school and the studio, and 
enjoys using his diverse experience to assist both students and clients. 

Message from the Director
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In 2005, San Diego was the biggest city in the 
nation without a professional recording school. 
That was soon to change with the launch of The 
Recording Arts Center (TRAC) the following 
year. 

Upon buying Studio West in October 2004, Peter 
Dyson leased additional adjacent space, where he 
built classrooms and installed individual 
Pro Tools stations. In addition, he expanded and 
renovated the studio itself and updated its 
equipment. The combined Studio West and 
TRAC facility exceeds 8,000 square feet. 

In business for over 40 years, Studio West has 
recorded artists such as blink-182, Boyz II Men, 
Cowboy Junkies, Jewel, Ike Turner, Frankie 
Laine, Patti Smith, and Queens of the Stone Age. 
In addition to music, its client list includes film, 
TV and video post-production work, including 
film scores for The Usual Suspects and The Cable 
Guy and sound design for the video games Iron 
Man 2, Thor and Captain America. 

Even with cutting edge facilities within a 
professional studio, a school is nothing without 
excellent teachers, and Peter knew he needed to 
recruit exemplary faculty. He soon found with 
Mark Kirchner, a seasoned professional audio 
engineer with years of experience as a Pro Tools 
trainer. Peter and Mark created the curriculum 
and assembled a first-rate team of faculty and 
staff. 

In August of 2006, TRAC opened its doors and 
conducted its first Pro Tools class. The 
curriculum expanded from there to include 
courses in audio engineering, video editing and 
live sound.

School History

Mission 

Our mission at The Recording Arts Center is to provide each student outstanding, hands-on 
experiential training; to develop a faculty which is recognized for excellence in both teaching and 
professional engineering; to provide a challenging program that encourages creativity and 
curiosity; to provide high value for tuition; and to prepare students for a career in the audio and 
video production industries.

The Recording Arts Center has quickly gained a 
national reputation for quality. Avid selected 
The Recording Arts Center to be one of only a 
few schools in the nation to teach classes on its 
VENUE live sound systems. Since TRAC is an 
Avid Learning Partner, our students can earn 
AvidÕs Pro Tools, VENUE, and ICON industry 
certifications through the year-long music 
production diploma  program, which helps 
students demonstrate their skills in a highly 
competitive media industry.  

The Recording Arts CenterÕs location within a 
real, working studio is one of its main 
advantages. Students learn in an environment 
where real projects in music, TV, film, video 
games, and radio are recorded every week. 

TRAC keeps its class sizes small so it can deliver 
personalized, hands-on training, which is 
necessary to learn the complex skills required in 
the industry. In Pro Tools classes, each student 
has an individual workstation.  

All classes in all programs are taught on site in a 
classroom or one of our three world-class 
studios. 

The Recording Arts Center is proud of its 
reputation for excellence, and plans to keep 
hold of its commitment to quality as it 
continues to grow.

School History and Mission
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Diploma in Recording Arts  

Our comprehensive year-long diploma program gives students a deep foundation of recording knowledge and 
includes many hours of hands-on practice in our professional studios. Class sessions are held at Studio West, 
11021 Via Frontera Suite A, San Diego, CA 92130. Program graduates will be prepared for a wide array of careers 
in the audio and video production industries.  

Programs Overview

Diploma in Recording Arts
Course List

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4

Digital Audio
Workstations 100
(DAW100)
54 hours

Mixing Audio 100
(MIX100)
46 hours

Audio Recording
Techniques for
Music (ART200M)
48 hours

Digital Audio
Workstations 200
(DAW200)
72 hours

Computer Systems
and Software
(CSS100)
42 hours

Digital Video 100
(DIV100)
108 hours

Audio Recording
Techniques for Post
Production
(ART200P)
48 hours

Career Planning and
Development
(CPD100)
36 hours

Music History and
Theory (MHT100)
66 hours

Songwriting and
Composition
(SNC100)
40 hours

Business of Music
(BOM100)
36 hours

Mastering and
Advanced Mixing
(MAM200)
54 hours

Audio Recording
Techniques
(ART100)
60 hours

Digital Audio
Workstations 150
(DAW150)
48 hours

Sequencing and
MIDI Fundamentals
(SCS100)
30 hours

Live Sound
Reinforcement
(LSR100)
36 hours

Studio Workshop
101 (SWS101)
 6 hours

Studio Workshop
102 (SWS102)
6 hours

Mixing Audio 200
(MIX200)
54 hours

Studio Workshop
104 (SWS104)
6 hours

Production and
Arranging (PNA100)
40 hours

Studio Workshop
103 (SWS103)
6 hours
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A Diploma in Recording Arts prepares students for the following job categories of the U.S Department of LaborÕs. 
Standard Occupational Classification Codes: 27-4014 Sound Engineering Technicians; 27-4032 Film and Video 
Editors; 27-4011 Audio and Video; Equipment Technicians; 27-2012 Producers. 



Programs Overview

CertiÞcate Programs

Audio Production CertiÞcate 
(Pro Tools)

180 
clock 
hours

The Audio Production CertiÞcate (Pro Tools) teaches 
students the fundamentals of audio production including 
signal ßow, speaker and microphone design, acoustics, 
routing and an overview of digital and analog recording 
systems. It also covers signal processing, mixing and 
mastering techniques with a focus on Pro Tools software. It 
includes CertiÞcation in Pro Tools at the Operator level. 

Audio Production CertiÞcate 
(Electronic)

180 
clock 
hours

The Audio Production CertiÞcate (Electronic) teaches 
students many of the same fundamentals covered in the 
Audio Production (Pro Tools) track such as signal ßow, 
speaker and microphone design and acoustics, but focuses 
on production and mixing techniques common in Electronic 
Music Production using Abelton Live and Logic software. 

Music Creation Package 80 clock 
hours

The Music Creation Package instructs students in the 
fundamentals of audio production including signal ßow, 
speaker and microphone design. Students use Pro Tools to 
start to develop an understanding of mixing ad mastering. 
This package of classes includes Pro Tools User 
CertiÞcation. 

Introduction to Audio Engineering 
Package

42 clock 
hours

his 42-hour package is perfect for someone new to audio 
engineering and music production. From the ground up, 
learn the fundamental principles of signal ßow, basic 
microphone design, and mixing techniques in a Pro Tools 
environment. 
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These programs prepare students for the following job categories of the  U.S Department of LaborÕs. Standard 
Occupational Classification Codes: 

Audio Production Certificate (Pro Tools): 27-4014 Sound Engineering Technicians; 27-4011 Audio and Video 
Equipment Technicians; 27-2012 Producers. 

Audio Production Certificate (Electronic): 27-4014 Sound Engineering Technicians; 27-4011 Audio and Video 
Equipment Technicians. 



Programs Overview

Industry CertiÞcate Programs

Pro Tools User CertiÞcation 40 clock 
hours

Pro Tools User CertiÞcation consists of the Þrst two classes 
in Avid's Pro Tools curriculum (101 and 110). Students are 
introduced to the Pro Tools software interface and learn how 
to record into the software and complete simple edits. MIDI 
functionality within Pro Tools is explained and the 110 class 
introduces more complex editing techniques. 

Pro Tools Operator CertiÞcation 80 clock 
hours

Pro Tools Operator CertiÞcation teaches students the skills 
needed to conÞgure and run a Pro Tools HD System in a 
professional studio environment. Topics include the external 
hardware required for an HD system and syncing to external 
clock sources, and exploring the software features in Pro 
Tools that are only available with the inclusion of Pro Tools 
HD and HDX hardware. Emphasis is placed on speed and 
efÞciency by using shortcuts and key commands. The 
various record modes of Pro Tools are covered along with 
advanced MIDI composition, advanced use of virtual 
instruments, arrangement and production techniques, 
advanced synchronization, and advanced automation.

Pro Tools Expert CertiÞcation 105 
clock 
hours

Pro Tools Expert CertiÞcation build upon User and Operator 
CertiÞcation by covering advanced troubleshooting and 
system hardware set ups.

Live Sound with Venue 
CertiÞcation 

32 clock 
hours

This hands-on program focuses on essential skills needed to 
operate Avid's VENUE system in a live sound environment. It 
covers system operation using the VENUE control surface 
and D-Show software. VENUE 210 focuses on the advanced 
skills needed to operate an expanded VENUE system in a 
professional live sound environment. Students will get 
comprehensive, hands-on training on a VENUE ProÞle 
control surface in this class.

Video Editing with Media 
Composer CertiÞcation

40 clock 
hours

Media Composer CertiÞcation provides an overview of Avid's 
Media Composer software which is used by the vast majority 
of the Þlm and video industry. It includes an in-depth 
overview of the entire Media Composer interface. It 
introduces students to editing video in a digital environment 
where they will practice with TV and Þlm clips, gaining skills 
in using the Media Composer interface to perform standard 
editing functions. Students learn about the basic effects-
building interface, and delve into fundamental compositing, 
tracking, stabilization, retiming methods, and basic color-
grading techniques. 
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These programs prepare students for the following job categories of the  U.S Department of LaborÕs. Standard 
Occupational Classification Codes: 

Pro Tools Operator Certification, Pro Tools Expert Certification, Live Sound with Venue Certification,  Video 
Editing with Media Composer Certification: 27-4014 Sound Engineering Technicians; 27-4011 Audio and Video 
Equipment Technicians. 
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Facilities and Equipment

Our 8,000 square-foot facility features two classrooms with state-of-the-art equipment, three exceptional recording 
studios that complement each other in form and function, and an edit suite that includes a full Pro Tools/Media 
Composer system. The Recording Arts Center merges the best of a fully-functioning production studio with a learning 
environment where students get to interact with studio clients on a weekly basis.
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Facilities and Equipment
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Pre-Production Room  

Students also have access to the Pre-production studio directly 
adjacent to the Library and Student Resource Center. Students may 
book time in this studio to work on projects as it is equipped with the 
resources needed to write songs, record demos, complete rough mixes 
and editing, and many other tasks. In addition to the student resource 
computers, this studio contains an electronic drum kit, multiple 
keyboards and synthesizers plus a wide range of virtual instruments. 

Policies and Procedures 

The Library/Student Resource Center is open and accessible to all 
students Monday through Friday from 9am to 6pm (apart from public 
holidays). These resources are also available for reservation on 
designated evenings and weekends (MWF 6pm-midnight; Sunday 
10am-10pm). During these times, a TA is always available to offer 
guidance and help to students as needed. 
!
Students can also book one of the three studios (A, B, and C) for 
blocks of times on MWF 6pm-midnight and Sunday 10am-10pm. The 
hands on experience is a key way in which students apply the lessons 
they are learning in class to a professional setting. 

Library/Student Resource Center  

The new library facilities are located next to he lobby are accessible to 
students during class hours. The library contains a wealth of useful 
material including: 

Copies of all textbooks used in the curriculum such as Modern 
Recording Techniques, Mixing Audio, mastering Audio, and all Pro 
Tools curriculum. There is also a wide range of other audio 
engineering and recording textbooks that, although not part of our 
curriculum, are useful for people studying in the field.  

Current and back issues of a wide range of industry publications 
including Mix Magazine , Sound on Sound, The Music Connection, 
The Absolute Sound, Music and Sound Retailer , Front of House and 
Projection , and Lights & Staging News . 

Reference manuals for all the equipment in our studios and 
classrooms. This included current manuals for software that is used in 
the training programs. Much of the material is kept in soft copy 
format and available via our student server. 

The library is equipped with three workstations that are loaded with 
the same software as the classroom systems, along with specific 
systems for online research, so students are able to work on projects, 
assignments, and other general work with ease. 



Classroom 1:  LE Training Room  

This room is dedicated to introductory Pro Tools classes, and to 
classes such as Songwriting and Composition and The Business of 
Music. Pro Tools classes are taught on systems where students have 
their own individual workstations. This classroom consists of 13 
student workstations and one instructor workstation. 

Each Mac Workstation Includes:  

Apple Mac based Pro Tools system 
2-Octave MIDI keyboard controller 
Some systems may incorporate Avid M-Box USB Audio Interfaces 
Necessary software for the various classes taught here

0

0

Facilities and Equipment
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Classroom 2:  HD Training Room  

This room is dedicated to teaching advanced Pro Tools classes 
on professional Pro Tools systems. This classroom consists of a 
dedicated workstation per student and one instructor 
workstation. Various elements of post related equipment are 
also dedicated to this room including video decks, non-linear 
video playback devices and video monitors. 

Each HD Workstation Includes: 
2-Octave MIDI keyboard controller  
Necessary software for the various classes taught here 

Workstations may also  Include: 
Sync I/O (Pro Tools system synchronizer) 
Apple Mac Pro based Pro Tools HD2 system 
Avid 192 or 96 I/O Audio Interface 
Avid Mojo video interface for video record and playback 
Avid PRE, for microphone connection into Pro Tools software 
NTSC video display (for video classes) 

0

0

0

Facilities and Equipment
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Dimensions  
Control Room, 415 sq. ft. 
Iso Booth 1, 190 sq. ft. 
Iso Booth 2, 110 sq. ft. 
Live Room, 1150 sq. ft.  

Console !
SSL 4064 E/G (70 channels)  
Neve BCM10 sidecar (10 
Channels 1073 MIC/PRE EQ) 
  Computer System !
Apple Mac Pro Dual 2.66ghz !
Pro Tools HD-5 !
Apogee Big Ben !
Digidesign 192 I/O (4)  

Speakers 
Meyer X10 Farfield !
Meyer Outboard EQ and 
Crossover !
Meyer X800 Subwoofer !
Yamaha NS10!
KRK KROC!
Genelec 1031A 
Hafler TRM 8 
Hafler TRM 12.1 (subwoofer) 
Dynaudio BM5a 
Dynaudio BX30  

Amplifiers 
Bryston 4B (pair) !
Boulder 500 
Hafler 300 

PreAmps 
Drawmer 1960!
Avalon VT737 SP (pair)!
Vintech X81 (pair) !
Millenia HV-30 (8 Channel)  
Neve 33114 (pair)  
Universal Audio Solo 610  

Studio A   
  
Designed by internationally acclaimed studio architect George Augspurger, Studio A is the crown 
jewel of Studio West and The Recording Arts Center.  Its huge live room accommodates orchestras, 
choirs, and bands, and features a grand piano and three isolation spaces (two booths and one 
separated vestibule).  The control roomÕs vintage analog 64-input SSL console is prized by engineers 
for both tracking and mixing.  A wide array of outboard gear completes this exceptional studio.

Outboard Effects Processors 
Lexicon 480L with LARC !
Eventide H-3000 !
Lexicon Digital Delay Prime Time II !
Lexicon Mod 200 Verb !
Lexicon PCM80 
Lexicon PCM91 !
TC Electronic M 3000 !
Roland SRV 330!
Aphex Expander/Gate!
Yamaha SPX 900!
Yamaha SPX 90!
Eventide Ultra Harmonizer DSP 
4000 !
Aphex II Aural Exciter  

Outboard Equalizers 
Pultec EQ1-A (pair) !
Audioarts EQ!
NTI EQ3  
Neve 8803 

Tape Recorders 
Sony APR 24 2inch Tape Machine 
Tascam A-3440 Tape machine 
Tascam 32 Tape Machine  
ADAT XT 20 bit (4) !
Otari DTR-85 DAT Machine 

Compressors 
Urei LA3A!
Urei 1176!
Inovonics 201 (4)!
DBX 160-SL!
Manley Vari Mu !
DBX 160 Vintage!
Empirical Labs Distressors (4) 
Urei LA4  

Instruments 
Yamaha C7 Concert Grand Piano  
Gretsch Rock Drumkit 
B3 Organ with Leslie 
Rhodes Keyboard 
Mesa Boogie 4x12 Stack with Head 
Marshall 4x12 Stack with Head 
Fender Ultimate Chorus Combo Amp 
Yamaha DX5 Synthesizer

0

Student assists 
engineer in 
recording the 
Torrey Pines 
High School 
orchestra.

Facilities and Equipment
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Dimensions:  
Control Room 300 sq. ft. 
Iso Booth 125 sq. ft. 

Console and Recording System !
Pro Tools HD 6 Accel!
48 Analog Inputs and Outputs 
Apple Mac Pro 2.66GHz Quad-Core 

Monitors !
Hafler TRM8 5.1 
Genelec 1031 
JBL LSR 28P 
ProAc 100 
Dynaudio BM5A  

Pre Amps !
Focusrite Red 1 (4 channel)!
Vintech 473 (4 Channels)!
Focusrite ISA 430 Channel Strip!
Neve 33114 Stereo Pre and EQ 

Summing !
Dangerous 2-Bus!
Apogee Rosetta 200 

Compression !
SSL G Series Stereo Compressor!
2x Emperical Labs Distressor!
Universal Audio LA-2 !
2x Universal Audio LA-3 !
2x Universal Audio 1176!
Urei LA-4 !
DBX160 SL 

Outboard EQ !
Manley Pultec EQP1AS Tube Stereo EQ!
Manley Massive Passive Stereo EQ 

Misc. Equipment !
Telos digital hybrid, phone patch !
Telos Zephyr, ISDN!
Samsung BDP-3600 Blu-ray DVD 
player!
Midi Sport 4x4 
42" Client Display 

Studio B   
This recently renovated studio is primarily a mixing room (both for stereo and surround) and a 
design space for video game sound.  With a large ISO booth and a variety of outboard gear, 
Studio B is also used for music tracking and overdubbing individual instruments, vocal tracking, 
and audio for film and television.

The sound for the 
Iron Man 2 video 
game trailer, shown 
on the monitor 
above, was designed 
with Studio BÕs 
ICON console.

Facilities and Equipment

! 11021 Via Frontera Ste A San Diego, CA 92127  www.tracsd.com  858-592-055612



Dimensions:  
Control Room 400 sq. ft. 
Iso Booth 75 sq. ft. 

Console !
8-Fader D-Command ICON worksurface!
Arogsy Custom Desk  

Monitors !
Dynaudio BM5A 5.1!
Genelec 1031A!
Auratone 

Computer System !
Apple Mac Pro Dual 2.66ghz!
Pro Tools HD-5!
8 Inputs, 16 Outputs!
192 and Sync HD 

Mastering Equipment !
Sonic Soundblade!
TC Electronic Finalizer 
  
Preamps !
Focusrite Red 7!
Universal Audio 6176!
Presonus MP20  

Misc. Equipment !
Telos Zephyr, ISDN Interface!
Telos 1, Phone Patch Interface!
Avid Mojo & Canopus ADC Video Playback  
MIDI Sport 4x4 !
42" Client Display 

Studio C   
Studio C has been overhauled recently both with aesthetics and with new equipment such as 
the D-Command worksurface.  ItÕs primarily used for post-production, including voiceovers 
for television and film.  Mastering is also implemented in Studio C.  The comfortable ISO 
booth hosts voiceover actors, a syndicated radio show, acoustic guitarists, singers and hip-
hop artists. 

NPRÕs nationally 
syndicated radio show 
A Way With Words is 
recorded in Studio C 
every week.  Co-host 
Martha Barnette , 
above.

Facilities and Equipment

! 11021 Via Frontera Ste A San Diego, CA 92127  www.tracsd.com  858-592-055613














































