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LABI College 

Accreditation 

LABI College is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of the Association for 

Biblical Higher Education to grant certificates and degrees at the Associate and 

Baccalaureate levels. 5850 T.G. Lee Blvd., Ste. 130, Orlando, FL 32822, Telephone: 407-

207-0808. LABI College was accreditation by ABHE for the next five years until 2025.  

Endorsement 

LABI College of California is endorsed by the Alliance of Christian Higher Education of the 

General Council of the Assemblies of God, Springfield, Missouri and the Southern Pacific 

District of the Assemblies of God.   

Disclosure Statement 

LABI College is a nonprofit religious corporation under the Corporations Code as required 

by CEC 94330 (n).   

 

As a prospective student, you are encouraged to review this catalog prior to signing an 

enrollment agreement. You are also encouraged to review the School Performance Fact 

Sheet, which must be provided to you prior to signing an enrollment agreement.  

 

LABI does not have any pending petitions in bankruptcy, nor operating as a debtor in 

possession, nor has filed a petition within the preceding five years, nor has had a petition in 

bankruptcy filed against it within the preceding five years that resulted in reorganization 

under Chapter 11 of the United States Bankruptcy Code (11 U.S.C. Sec. 1101 et seq.)  

CA Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education  

The California Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education (BPPE) has granted LABI 

College approval to operate and grant degrees within the State of California. Approval to 

operate means compliance with minimum standards set forth by the BPPE. For more 

information, call the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education at (916) 574- 8900, or toll 

free at (888) 370-7589, or visit its website at www.bppe.ca.gov 

 

A student or any member of the public may file a complaint about this institution with the 

Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education by calling (888) 370-7589 tollïfree or by 

completing a complaint form, which can be obtained on the bureau's internet web site 

www.bppe.ca.gov 

 

Any questions a student may have regarding this catalog that have not been satisfactorily 

answered by the institution may be directed to the Bureau for Private Postsecondary 

Education at 1747 N. Market Blvd. Ste 225 Sacramento, CA 95834, P.O. Box 980818, West 

Sacramento, CA 95798-0818; www.bppe.ca.gov; phone number: (888) 370-7589; fax 

number (916) 263-1897. 

http://www.bppe.ca.gov/
http://www.bppe.ca.gov/
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Non-Discriminatory Policy 

LABI College recruits, hires, and promotes upon the basis of merit and relevant 

qualifications, without regard to age, sex, race, color, national origin, veterans or disabled 

status. As a religious non-profit, LABI College reserves the right to discriminate on the basis 

of religious belief for all positions.   

Employment  

LABI College does not express or imply that you will make a certain income or gainful 

employment after graduating. The following degree programs prepare students for the related 

occupations according to the US department of Labor Codes.  

 

Degree Program Related Occupation SOC Code 

Certificate in Biblical Studies; 

Associate Degree in Bible and Ministry;  

Bachelor Degree in Theology 

Religious Workers 21-2099 

Certificate in Biblical Studies; 

Associate Degree in Bible and Ministry;  

Bachelor Degree in Theology 

Clergy 21-2011 

Certificate in Biblical Studies; 

Associate Degree in Bible and Ministry;  

Bachelor Degree in Theology 

Directors, Religious 

Activities and 

Education 

21-2021 

Catalog Annual Update 

The LABI catalog is updated annually each fall by the academic staff. All information in the 

catalog has been verified for accuracy. However, information may be subject to change 

without notice and does not constitute a contract between LABI and a student or applicant for 

admission. Since the catalog is prepared annually, an addendum may be published in the 

spring for the most recent updates. Students are advised to consult the academic office 

whenever questions or problems pertaining to the catalog arise. The catalog may be found 

online at labi.edu under the academics tab. Students who desire to have a copy of the catalog 

can download it at labi.edu or receive a hard copy from the academic office in the main 

administrative building of the campus.  
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Mission Statement 

We are a Biblically based Pentecostal community of higher learning, equipping Christian 

men and women for service in the Church and world. 

Goals 

Academic 

Students will develop a biblical and theological foundation from a Pentecostal 

perspective. 

Intellectual 

Students will gain critical thinking and effective communication skills that will enable 

them to articulate the Christian faith in the Church, academy, and society. 

Spiritual Formation 

Students will experience biblical spiritual formation practices that will form their 

character in Christ and assist them in discovering their call for the ministry. 

Service 

Students will learn a biblically-based servant style of leadership and develop competency 

in ministry skills that will prepare them for credentials with the Assemblies of God. 

Values 

Truth 

Pursuing truth and a biblical foundation through academic learning. 

Service 

Experiencing servant leadership through ministerial and professional opportunities that 

develop gifts for service. 

Culture 

Commitment to cultural integrity and embracing diverse ethnicities. 

Character 

Developing Christ-like identity, habits, gifts, and cultivating a love for others. 

Vision 

To be a 21st Century Pentecostal school where students matter, ministry is emphasized, the 

Spirit is emphasized, teachers care, gifts are developed, theory and hands on meet, 

curriculum is delivered through non-traditional methods, and where classes are accessible 

through virtual classroom, online resources, and extensions.  
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LABI Statement of Faith 

LABI College accepts without reservation the Statement of Fundamental Truths of the 

General Council of the Assemblies of God. This statement of faith is as follows: 

 

...the Bible is the inspired and only infallible and authoritative written Word of God. 

...there is one God, eternally existent in three persons: God the Father, God the Son, and 

God the Holy Ghost.  

...in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, 

in His vicarious and atoning death, in His bodily resurrection and His ascension to the right 

hand of the Father, in His personal future return to this earth in power and glory to rule a 

thousand years. 

...in the blessed hope, the rapture of the Church at Christôs coming. 

...the only means of being cleansed from sin is through repentance and faith in the precious 

blood of Christ. 

éregeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential for personal salvation. 

éin water baptism by immersion. 

éthe redemptive work of Christ on the cross provides in healing of the human body in 

answer to believing prayer. 

éthe baptism in the Holy Spirit, according to Acts 2:4, is given to believer who ask for it. 

éin the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled 

to live a holy life.  

...in the resurrection of both the saved and the lost, the one to everlasting life and the other to 

everlasting damnation. 

History of the College 

LABI College is an educational institute that holds the distinction of being the oldest existing 

Hispanic college in the United States. The leading founder of LABI was an Assemblies of God 

missionary named Alice E. Luce. She was born in England on January 22, 1873 and was 

formally an Anglican missionary to India. After experiencing the baptism of the Holy Spirit, she 

left the Anglican Church and joined the Pentecostal movement. It was in Canada that she 

received a call to evangelize in Mexico. However, the Mexican Revolution was just beginning 

and there was a strong Catholic opposition that was brewing against Pentecostals. As she 

journeyed south, she realized that she could not effectively evangelize in Mexico. As a result, she 

settled in Los Angeles to open a mission church called El Aposento Alto. During her early 

ministerial years in Los Angeles, she faced much gender discrimination and resistance from 

Oneness Pentecostals, Catholics, and Spiritism. But this challenge did not wane Luceôs desire to 

convert and disciple new believers. She was even more committed to her goal of educating 

Latinos so that they might enter the mission field. 

 

Along with other Latino/a evangelists, preachers, and ministers, they noticed that there was a 

lack of Mexican ministers who were adequately prepared to continue the mission churches and 

evangelize Mexicans in both the United States and Mexico. At the time, most Mexican ministers 

had no formal education given that they worked in the plantations. When they did convert, the 

first book they began to read was the Bible. Then, on October 1, 1926, Alice E. Luce joined 

Ralph and Richard Williams to establish LABI in San Diego, California which at first was called 

Berean Bible Institute. Luce wrote many of the curriculums and taught the classes in Spanish. 
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While experiencing a time of growth, the institute moved in 1935 from San Diego to nearby La 

Mesa, California and then again in November 2, 1941 to Los Angeles. Meanwhile, as more 

students enrolled for ministerial training, overcrowded conditions made it imperative to find 

larger facilities. Under the leadership of Theodore Bueno, who was a former LABI graduate and 

missionary, the school moved to La Puente, California in 1949 - the site of the present facilities. 

It was in La Puente that the schoolôs focus changed from being a missionary emphasis school to 

one that prepares ministers to meet the needs of society.  

 

LABI not only became a ministry training school, but also a great educational opportunity during 

a time in which segregation and barriers to education opportunities in California were evident.  

In the 1950ôs, Jesse Miranda, who was a teacher and later became a President, recognized that 

LABI was becoming one of only a few options for Latinos to enter college. But the intellectual 

shift and need to raise academic standards led LABI in the 1980ôs seek to become an accredited 

college, teach courses in English, and change its name to LABC. However, not enough support 

was developed and, as a result, partnerships were developed with other Christian liberal Arts 

colleges in order to meet the studentsô demands for higher education opportunities. While 

keeping the distinct Pentecostal and ministry formation as its central goal, LABC was changed 

back to LABI and remained this way throughout the 1980ôs until 2013. In 2013 LABIôs name 

was changed to LABI College to reflect the Associate degree that it offers.   

 

Alice E. Luce believed in the indigenous principle in that the goal of missionary work was to 

leave the church with its own self-supporting, self-propagating, and self-governing leadership.  

Her missionary method and vision remained an underlying factor in the success and identity of 

LABI as an autonomous and Hispanic serving college. Yet, as the needs of Luceôs context have 

changed over the years, so have the identity of students who come to LABI. Historically, we can 

observe that LABI was once a school in which Latinos learned how to be missionaries (1926-

1949), then pastors and evangelists (1950-1978), ministers who desired to enroll in higher 

education (1980-2010). Currently, students who attend wish to attain an accredited degree while 

also recognizing that an integral part of what it means to be equipped for ministry is to gain a 

college education (2010-present).   
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About LABI College 

LABI College is located in the city of La Puente, California, 12 miles east of Los Angeles at the 

entrance of the beautiful San Gabriel Valley. The beautifully landscaped campus includes newly 

completed dormitories which accommodate 124 students, administrative offices, classrooms and 

library complex, cafeteria, and chapel. LABI is within one hour driving distance of ocean 

beaches and snowy mountains. Other Southern California attractions include Disneyland, Knott's 

Berry Farm, and Universal Studios. 

Campus Address, Phone Number and Website 

14209 E. Lomitas Ave., La Puente CA 91746 || P: (626) 968-1328 || labi.edu  

Administrative Office Hours 

The administration is available to meet with students on an appointment basis during office 

hours. Hours are 9:00am to 5:00pm Monday through Friday. Students are encouraged to 

schedule an appointment with the administrative staff during work hours. 

Campus Facilities 

The buildings on the LABI campus are proximate to each other and reflect the architecture of the 

Hispanic culture. The Alice E. Luce Memorial Chapel remains open afternoons and evenings for 

those who desire a quiet place for prayer and meditation. The Library contains 20,000 well-

selected volumes in English. LABI has a two story U-shaped dormitory unit with a capacity of 

124 students. Just a short distance away is the cafeteria, with a capacity of 150 people. The 

maximum on-campus occupancy level for the residential housing is currently 124.  

 

Each LABI College classroom contains a projector, projection screen(s), and operational remotes 

for the system. Each classroom has room for all students to sit comfortably, with adequate tables 

and safe and reliable chairs. Each classroom is equipped for laptop projection (Mac/PC).  

All classrooms, chapel, offices, library, and writing center are air conditioned, ensuring a 

comfortable learning environment. 

 

All offices and library are accessible via the unified phone system and campus-wide Wi-Fi 

system. Wireless internet access is available throughout the entire campus, providing accessible 

internet to professors, administrators, and students at all times. 

Location of Classes 

All classes for the degree programs are held at the LABI  College campus at 14209 E. Lomitas 

Ave., La Puente CA 91746.  

Language of Instruction 

All degree seeking students are expected to be English proficient in reading and writing. All 

degree seeking courses are offered on campus and in English. LABI does not offer English 

language proficiency examinations such as the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) 

nor does it provide ESL courses. Students need to show high school diploma or college courses 

to show proficiency in English. 



12 

 

  
















































































































