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Introduction: The Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and Schools (ACICS)
is one of the oldest and largest accrediting agencies in the U. S. More than 82 percent
of its accredited members are degree-granting institutions. Founded in 1912, ACICS is
recognized by the U. S. Department of Education and the Council for Higher Education
Accreditation (CHEA). The agency accredits institutions throughout the United States
and abroad.

ACICS General Information Submitted by: Dr. Joseph E. Gurubatham, Executive
Vice President for Accreditation and Institutional Development.

jgurubatham@acics.org. 202-336-6797.

++++++

In accordance with Title 5, California Code of Regulations (5, CCR) section 71105.5,
Sample University presents its Accreditation Plan to the Bureau for Private
Postsecondary Education.

5, CCR section 71105.5 (b)(1): Sample University has identified ACICS Accreditor as
its accreditation agency.

5, CCR section 71105.5 (b)(2): ACICS Accreditor Eligibility Criteria;

ACICS GENERAL MINIMUM ELGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

1. Non-public postsecondary educational institution offering certificates, diplomas,
bachelor's, master’s degree programs. (Professional doctoral degree programs,
such as a Doctor of Business Administration, maybe considered on a case-by-
case basis)

Must offer at least one program which is a minimum of 300 clock hours in length
Legally authorized and licensed by the state licensing agency

Mission is to prepare students for a profession, vocation, occupation or career
Must have offered educational services for a minimum of two years

Online, distance education institutions which offer a portion of its instruction in a
residential setting will be considered on a case-by-case basis

Sufficient number of enrollees in each program and sufficient number of
graduates from a majority of the programs

Must demonstrate financial stability as evidenced by audited financial statements
Must disclose any outstanding legal issues or adverse situations
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5, CCR section 71105.5 (b)(3):

ACICS, similar to other accrediting agencies, have general as well as specific standards
that the institution will be required to meet before the grant of initial accreditation.

There is no pre-candidacy or candidacy status. Following a short NO-FEE online
registration, which calls for basic information, the institution will be invited to apply if it
appears to meet the minimum eligibility requirements stated above. The initial review is
generally completed within about two weeks.

The general timeline is dependent upon how soon an institution is able to demonstrate it
is ready to host an on-site evaluation team. Continuous guidance is provided by ACICS
staff. If a non-accredited institution offers graduate programs and/or non-traditional
instructional delivery, a Preliminary Diagnostic/Resource Visit may be required.

Barring any major issues, an institution may achieve an initial accreditation within about
12 to 15 months. ACICS Council, consisting of 15 members, meets three times a year—
in April, August and December. Official notification of accreditation is issued in early
May, early September, and late December/early January.

Major standards fall under the following broad categories:

Mission and objectives.

Institutional Effectiveness—including retention rate, placement rate, graduate
satisfaction, employer satisfaction, and student learning outcomes.
Organization and administration.

Admissions and Recruitment.

Student Services.

Educational Activities, Instruction, Faculty, Program Administration.
Educational Facilities.

Library Resources and Services.

Publications and Disclosure of Institutional Performance Data.

N =

©COoNOO kW

5, CCR section 71105.5 (4) (A-D): An outline of the process and timeline whereby the
institution will achieve full accreditation :

1. Contact Accreditor and submit an on-line, two-page institutional information.
(No fee is charged for the initial determination of basic eligibility.)

2. Determination of Eligibility and Receive an Official Invitation. (A non-
accredited institution offering graduate degrees and/or non-traditional
instructional delivery of instruction may be required to undergo a Preliminary
Diagnostic/Resource Visit.)
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6.

7.
8. Host an On-site Evaluation Team Visit.

Complete the on-line Initial Accreditation Application. Submit Financial
Statements and other documents.

Attend an Initial Accreditation Workshop. (An invitation to apply is not
necessary to attend the accreditation workshop. Institutions are encouraged to
attend the workshop as early as possible.)

Host an Initial Resource Visit (a Readiness Visit), conducted by a staff
member.

Host Initial Evaluation Site Visit by a Team. (Visit cycles are: January-
February; May-June; and September-October.)

Complete a Self-Study Report.

9. Receive the Team Report. (General time line is about two weeks.)
10.Respond to the Team Report. (Response is required within 10 days.)
11. Accreditor Makes a Decision. (Council meets in early April, early August, and

early December of each year.)

(Note From The BPPE — Please Determine What The Appropriate Timelines Will

Be For The Accreditation Agency Your Institution Chooses)

Tasks
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Receive Team

X
Report
Respond To X

Team Report

Accreditor’s
Decision

Note: This is a basic sample accreditation plan. The

requirements and dates for each individual plan will vary by

institution and chosen accreditor.
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